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Study Talk If listening is a crucial task for discipleship, it means that prayer is

a two-way conversation, not just a monologue in which we tell
God all that we want Him to do for us. Discernment requires us to

Discernment is one of those churchy words pastors and wait and | isten for Otfon@dtdtelus Spi r i

preachers occasionally throw out. what He wants us to do for Him. It
intentional effort to find the time and place for silence and

As far as | know, it isnét used in seidey ot her contexts except in

reference to the church and to spiritual life. Like many words,

discernment can be defined in a number of ways, but for the I'n Lukeds Gospel Jesus not only te

purposes of this article, 16d | ike exanpleafipipntiopal prayey. | have totbelieye thattheserexipacht i s

the active and intentional process of seeking and understanding prayer sessionsd including at least one all-night prayer vigil

Godos wiscerhi.s Ttoo | isten for Godo6s g ullekegile)e weregwogvay ceneeksations petween Father and

Godods direction. Son. Should we not believe that God expects the same from us?

To listen as well as speak?
This means that Christians should be good listeners. Not only

should we listen to each other as part of our friendship and care By Godods grace, we can dsemngood | i s
for one another, but, more importantly, we should listen to God. Goddés direction for our Iives and
Unfortunately, though, listening is not always easy. There are not responding to God: ASpeak, Lord, f
many good role models in a culture that seems to think that the Samuel 3:9)

loudest voice always wins. We have been taught (wrongly, |

think) that listening is a sign of weakness. If | listen to you, you Pastor Neil

may mistakenly think | agree with you, so | interrupt and correct

youu Someti mes we act I|ike wedre |istening, but wedre not. Webore

really just preparing for the next time we get to speak.

So we would do well to work on our listening skills. Listening well
will improve our relationshipsd at home, at work, and at church.
More importantly, learning to listen will improve our relationship
with God.

As Christians, we serve a God who speaks; we follow a Savior

who we believe was, Athe Word made flesh.o6 (John 1:14) Our
lives are a response to the Word of God, which means to me that

listening well should be a primary and essential requirement for

Christian discipleship. It means that Bible reading and study is an

act of listening for God to speak. (Note: Biblical writers expected

their words to be read aloud. To enhance your understanding of

Scripture, read aloud or listen to the Bible as someone else

reads it.)



Youth Ministry

For questions or more information on any youth activities, contact
Tim Fridley at 487-3265 or timothy.fridley@yahoo.com.

We wish birthday happiness to
those who have birthdays in March
and early April
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havenodt already

h you
””t da S your birthday and wish to be included in future
TT’)IS Montl') listings of birthdays, please call the office at 942

The youth of Main Street would like to thank everyone for their . -1179 and inform us of your special day.
donations to the youth group. We attended Acquire the Fire on Continued from the  Thanks.
January 29-30 in Richmond. Here are some of the comments Bill Bays 3/ Jim Fowler 3/18
X]'(I?Fy?/v;z rgi?:zﬁ]b?m ;[th(\a/vz\éegg much fun and really inspirin Mary Cassel 32 Barbara Glick 318
- g u u y pirng. Adam Terry 3/3 Carol Cooper 3/19
Caitlin _ Gary Smith 3/3 Heather Stalnaker 3/20
| love ATF! It was Fun!! Kevin Caleb Smith 3/4 Evelyn Kiser 3/20
The true face of Christianity outside of the standard Sunday Marv Schaff 3/4 Lyn Short 3/20
routine! Godds presence was cl ear | yEdPlnket e! A/ F  meyHsewnead my 3/21
faith. | am glad that my youth group went. Eric Jean Nichols 3/6 Matthew Curry 3/22
ATF was awesome! | am glad that | went. The messages in the Bill Mayton 3/6 Mark Curry 3/22
songs and lessons help me understand that God loves me. My Sondra Evans 3/8 Helen Ammons 3/22
favorite part was when | danced and turned myself to God, and | Skylar Kraus 3/11 Dot Trott 3/22
am going to try to be pure. Tabby Anne Ramsey 3/11 Corey Meehan 3/22
ATE i o1 en d it mostlv b thev mad Grace Terry 3/12 Joyce Bradt 3/24
WQS really great enjoyed 1t mostly ecause_ ey made Maryellen Lemons 3/12 Gene Mooney 3/26
everything easy to relate to. | loved the sche_dullng_an_d the Cameron Guthrie 3/12 Millie Trent 3/28
speakers. | loved the bands we heard. | only wished it did not Michael Curry 3/13 John Knapp 3/28
show so we could have heard the rest of the bands. Barbara MooneBlevins 3/13 Vanessa Stanley 3/29
Wit hout the congregationés support e Katayrsityger | 1 k /13t h iC&rsonwawibined  n3¢Ba
take place. We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts Phillip Dollins 3/14 Sydney Hill 4/1
for your donations. Thanks you for blessing our lives with the gift William Shields 3/15 Clyde Anderson 4/2
of Godbds | ove. Donna Johnson 3/17 Janice McGuffin 4/2
Linda Witt 3/17 Val Thomson 4/2
Taylor Hutchinson 3/17 Christian Straight 4/2

Any youth interested in the youth retreat in Highland county on
April 16-18 please let Tim know by March 10 whether you will be
attending the event. Information on the retreat can be found on
the youth bulletin board next to the trophy case downstairs.

Youth are still in search of congregation members who would like
to be secret pals with them. If you are interested, please contact
Tim. Thanks for all you do as a loving congregation.

- ’ /I send my deepest thanks to those who

L(/Zﬂﬂ/é Q:)(611. prayed for me, sent cards and brought
i flowers during my hospital stay. It

means so very much. How wonderful to have such loving,

Christian support. Thanks and Blessings to each of you.
Alice Chambers



Main Street Calendar Childr'en's Minisfry

Worship:HeIpianeopIeLov_eGod For questions or more informatior
8:15 am Informal Worship contact Sondra Evans at 942-1179 or Creative74@aol.com.
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Contempc_)rary Wo_rship KI DS6 NI GHT OUT
11:00 am Classic Worship On Friday night, March 12, we will b
Masterpeace Ringers: 4:30 pm Sundays Street. We will meet from 6-8 pm in the Bunny Room (you may drop
Genesis Bells: 5:00 pm Sundays off your kids!). We will make our own pizzas for dinner, have Bible
Youth Choir (Middle School, High School): 6:00 pm Sundays lessons, play games, and do crafts! It will be a fun-filled night, packed
Childrenés Choi r: For ages 3 to 5t h Wipachvlyes for yogr:kigs!oAnd, ypu ogya feake(os ajdats,night) too.
Adult Choir: 7:00 pm Wednesdays Ités only $5 p-egistratoh islretjyireda mges P10.e
Praise Band: 8:00 pm Wednesdays Contact Sondra at Creative74@aol.com or 942-1179 to sign up your
T children!
Discipleship: Helping People Grow in Faith
Youth Activities: 6:00 pm Sundays and Fridays _ ~ Welcome! _
Womends A.N.G. E. L Circle: 7 pm gVaip %‘.rﬁeHUMﬁonlqjI|5ef};oswelcome our new Nursery Supervisor,
.  Fvary Wadnacday - ) ' Julie Conner, to our stafft = Julie has an extensive education
Wednesday Night Meals: Every Wednesday, 5:00 pm t0 6:15 pm background, and she currently teaches in the Staunton City Public

Wacky Wednesdays for Kids: 6:00 pm Wednesdays Schoo as the Childrends

A ; . . . I s . Jul i e
Wo me D 0S Bi _b l'e Study Cirec _I e. 10:30 §pﬂhgs%9l§iﬁ’ ﬂ)(%. V-\Il-ehHihl( J%IiéN\ﬁiIVbé an excellent addition to
Womenos Social Concerns Circle: 10: gPnudeR) avlNE Lelddlly IbdRing Fosvat®id her leadership with
Womenoés Dorcas Circle: 11:00 am S gchaoiestand Tolidirg o dliranirsh!

Ministry Teams: Helping People Serve Christ

Parenting Bible Study

Church Council: 7:00 p.m. 3rd Monday of every month iHave a New Kid by Fridayo had a wo
Trustees: 6:30 pm Second Sunday of every other month the Discipleship groups. However, with the snowy weather we
iSpireo Volunteers: 9: 00 am L arscéivedlrddently, wedhadyto miss two weeks of class. Therefore, the
2010 Stephen Ministers: 7:00 pm First & Third Thursday, Jan. to July Parenting Bible Study will be extended through March 17. Hopefully,
Stephen Leaders: 7:00 pm Fourth Thursdays we wondt get anymore bad weather, ar
Main Street Adult Singers (visiting nursing homes): 1st Sat. Each Mo. by then! Thank you to all of our class participants for your patience.
Special March Events: ~~Vacation Bible School 2010~~
Wednesdays (except March 31): Lunch at 12 pm at various churches We are currently recruiting voluntee
(See bulletins for specifics) June 20-24! We are looking for volunteers in ALL areas. If you can
Thursdays: Bible Study at 2 pm help (either all week, or just one night during that week), please

March 14, 3 pm: Celebration Concer tconfagSopig fvang at geaativeGi@goseam oPp2ol 79

Helping Hands is coming to Main Street UMC!
Helping Hands is a wonderful overnight mission opportunity for rising
4th-6th graders. And this year Main Street is hosting this awesome
event for our District! If you have a heart for mission, or if you have
children in this age group, please mark your calendar for July 8th and
9th this summer. For more information, contact Sondra Evans at
Creative74@aol.com or 942-1179.

For more information on any upcoming events, contact Lisa or Kathy in
the church office, 942-1179.



Opportunities for Mission and Ministry
A

ltems Needed in the Main Street Pantry f—

Canned Fruit

The Main Street Food Pantry operates from Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., to assist people in our community
in need of food. Financial or food donations are accepted.
Contact Doug Edwards (942-3787) or Joe Duncan (942-6259) for
more information.

Lenten Luncheon Schedule 2010

Date Host Church Speaker
March 3 St. Johno6és dantLévelddy c
March 10 1% Presbyterian David Washburn
March 17 Westminster Pres Rolo Castillo
March 24 Main St Methodist Glen Holman

Lunch begins at noon each Wednesday and costs $2 per person.
Worship is from 12:35-12:50 p.m. Lunch reservations need to be
into the church office by 11 a.m. on the Monday preceding the
Wednesday lunch.

Budget as of February

Item Actual Budget Var. % Var. $
* **

Revenue:
Est. of Giving 42,710 35,000 122% 7,710
Budget Fund Raisers 0 614 0% -614
Other Budget Revenue 2,183 914 239% _1,269
Total Revenue 44,893 36,528 123% 8,365

Expenses:
Church Operations 7,751 10,737 72% -2,986
Ministries 896 3,792 24% -2,896
Staff Parish 17,781 18,554 96% -773
District Funds 0 0 0% 0
Prior Claims 3,445 3,445 100% 0
Other Apportionments 0 0 0% 0
Total Expenses 20.873 36,528 82% -6,655
Revenue Minus Expenses 15,020 0 15,020

*If the percent (%) number is less than 100, then the actual is less than
budget. If the percent number is greater than 100, then the actual is more
than budget.

**For REVENUE: If the variance $ is negative, then the income received is less
than projected in the budget. If the number is positive, then the income is
greater than projected.

For EXPENSES: If the variance $ is negative, then the expenses are under
budget. If the variance $ is positive, then the expenses are over budget.

Budget Notes:

Due to the significant budget shortfall of $84,000 between giving and expendi-
ture projections, we are not going to make payments in the following areas and
they are NOT reflected in the budget above.

District Funds 15,781
Other Apportionments 29,531
Trustee Reserves 4,000
Missions 5,000

The actions are necessary for Main Street to move forward and face the finan-
cial challenges ahead of us. We are closely and prayerfully monitoring our
situation and as changes occur, we will review the payment of the above items.

Additional information is available to members and can be obtained in person
from the Church office. Up to date giving totals are in the bulletin on Sunday.



Emergency Medical Equipment

As many of you know we have experienced several medical
emergencies in our church recently which required a 911 call/
Waynesboro First Aid Crew response. Although thankfully none
of these have involved a cardiac arrest, it has been
recommended that Main Street be proactive and purchase an
Automated External Defibrillator for use by trained individuals.
Throughout the community you have probably seen AEDs in
places such as the libraries, schools, YMCA, and other churches.
It is now medically recognized that brain damage normally begins
within the first five minutes of a cardiac arrest. Even though the
First Aid Crew always responds rapidly it is physically impossible
to arrive at 601 Main Street in less than five minutes. Readily
available AEDs, used by trained individuals, can be used to save
lives/lessen permanent damage during a cardiac arrest.

In response to these concerns, much investigation has occurred
and the type of equipment that best serves our needs has been
identified.  The cost will vary between $1500 and $2000
depending on additional items needed such as a storage cabinet,
extra battery, etc. Equipment funding will be from designated
donations and not from Main Streets 2010 budget.

Our church is blessed by having a number of our members
already associated with medical, first aid and rescue
organizations. Review as well as initial training classes will be
held in CPR/AED through a certified Red Cross instructor. The
goal will be to form a response team of skilled members who will
be available to cover many hours of church activities.

An AED presentation with a question/answer period will be
made during Wednesday church supper on March 3rd. PLEASE
PLAN TO ATTEND!.

Equipment donations may be made out to MSUMC and marked
AED fund.

In the event we are blessed in receiving more donations than are
needed, the excess amount will be used toward Haiti relief
through UMCOR.

For questions contact either Doug Edwards 942-3787 or Doug
Norcross 942-2617.

From the Desk of Pastor Janet

You donot have to talk to an?
before you hear someone complaining about all the snow -
whether it is falling from the sky or just sitting on the
ground. Dondét get me wrong, I
year, too. But talking about it reminds me of the Serenity

Prayer. Do you know that prayer? It goes like this:

God grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot
change. Guess what? Snow is one of those things. | did

talk with someone this week who said they really enjoy the

snow. So, everyone is not upset by it, but how much snow

falls is beyond our control. The week before we got the

first big snow storm just before Christmas, | was going
around saying, Al forbid it toc
snowed anyway. The weather is one thing that we cannot
change. Other things we cannot change include other
peopl edbs actions or a diagnosi
you can think of others. The serenity prayer asks God to

help us accept those things that we cannot change.

The prayer continues grant me courage to change the
things | can. We can change our reaction to the snow and

our reaction to the doctordés d
we deal with difficult situations. Do we let them get us

down, or do we decide that we are going to keep ourselves
centered on God and Godds bl e:
No, | dondt | i ke everything th
are situations that are hard to deal with, but | can choose

to change my reaction from one of growing depressed and

low to remembering all the good that God has given me.

I can make lifestyle choices so that future doctor reports

are better than the ones in the past. | can choose to
exercise to keep my body healthy. | can choose to keep

(Continued on the next page)



(Continued from the previous page)

myself away from many of the negative forces in our
culture. | pray that God does grant you the courage to
change the things that you can.

And the final part of the prayer is, grant me wisdom to
know the difference. That means that we know what
things we have to accept and what things we can change.
| know sometimes it is hard to see what we can change
and what we cannot. That 6s
from others to help us see the truth.

| want to encourage you to pray this prayer regularly. If
you need to talk to someone about what you can change

Main Street Preschool Happenings....

Wanda Pittman-Kornicke
MSP Chair

Stacy Lawhorne
Director

Welcome Spring!!

wher e whdter gyinter likgthisgwhat gould be mere,welcome
than warm breezes and the sight of crocus and daffodils?!
MSP is welcoming spring back with all kinds of excitement.
Take a stroll downstairs and you will see flowers, blue
skies, and feel warm breezes (because the heat will still be

and what you canot Il 6m al ways on!}. IOIUt'iq? ou evgpeggttto h%\?Lt?e SOUR}dS the
A cWiIdre[nooayln pn the playk()qrounq. ey nzi\ve waited a
We can search Goddéds word and prq%gtimetg&‘ohaﬂer a’ou wHh a S
going on in your life. We are also getting ready for our Spring Show. This
. one has definite spring flair! We hope you can join us. We
Let us all prayer, fAGod grant mg beN@rofnfd iR the Fellowsh HEICoh ARt 1%t
things | cannot change, the courage to the change the 11:15.
things | can, and wisdom to know t hggistdtidnfiof the 2002011 sciodl §ar- iin full

May God bless you as pray.
Pastor Janet
jcetknott@gmail.com
241-1960

Endowment Fund
Members of the Endowment Fund Committee are Neil Hough, Don
Luttrell, Mildred Broughman, Byron Ford, Gene Walker, and Bob Par-

tridge. We encourage you to contact any of us if you have questions
about this fund that keeps giving forever to Main Street Church.

swing. We have openings in our 2 year-old, 3 year-old, and
both 3-day and 4-day Pre-K classes. Anyone interested in
more information can find us on the web at www.msp-
learn.com, or call Stacy at 256-1 0 6 8 . Wedr e
talk to anyone about our wonderful programs and teachers!
So, on March 20™ be sure to stop for a moment and
celebrate the coming of warmer days and, more
importantly: no more snow! And come watch the preschool
sing in spring on April 1%, We 61 | save a
Stacy

he

al wa:

spot
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THOSE SERVING OUR CHURCH THIS MONTH

g

L/T//K Unlocking our doors each Sunday morning is . . .

(

Bruce Allen

Our van teams are . . . .

’;‘ ] Mar. 7 Rodger & Brenda Daniels
)/, Mar. 14

Gene & Ann Walker
o Mar. 21 Gene & Frances Mooney
L/
~ Mar. 28 Tom & Millie Steele

And our Lay Readers at 11 am for the month are . . .

Mar. 7 Doug Edwards
Mar. 14 Sandra Eccard
Mar. 21 Henry Vance
Mar. 28 Holly Andrus
Our Childrend6s Worship helpers
&) Mar. 7 Laurie Lafferty

W Mar. 14

)= Stacy Lawhorne
i"_ Mar. 21

John or Denise Hill
Caroline Baldwin

Those deliver tinsge.CD6s
Mar. 7 Helen Dickens

Mar. 14 Mary Rothacker

Mar. 21 Mae Ford

Mar. 28 Glenda Norford

‘5\%” ’\ 2 Any articles or information for the AprifLighted
2{{(:}‘w8pi reé should be sent to

%, March 18. Thank you!

t h ‘hegins March 14.

Stephen Ministry Notes

Below is a portion of prayer written by Carol Kepner, a ®

Stephen Minister from Plano, Texas.

nO God, what an awesome and heavy
Minister! To be invited in by someone to share her life . . . to hear his
deepest fears, her loneliness, his pain, confusion, hurts, disappointments
... to be given a glimpse into the most vulnerable places of that
person's soul!o

Stephen Ministers at Main Street Church provided 348 visits and spent
398 hours in ministry during the past year. Yes, being a Stephen
Minister is awesome. It is a heavy responsibility, but it is also a
privilege, a gift, a high calling. Nothing is more wonderful than

walking alongside someone for a while on his or her life's journey.

Our Stephen Ministers stand ready to walk with you through your
journey. Letthem help you. If you would like the services of a

Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Janet, our referrals coordinator
atjcetknott@gmail.conor 24%1960.

V Thank f d f
4 7“ T you for your prayers and concern for
L[ Iﬂﬂ/é4 @}61;’/ my son, Art. His surgery was successful,

| am

and he is on the road to recovery.
blessed to have the church family that | do.
Doris Scott

forget t 1@8
Daylight Savings Tir 'i‘he%'}

Donot
ahead.
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As Years Go By!

Researched by Ron Hiserman
For the second time- | have chosen triva
guestions to help in remembering and
learning about Main Street's history.
Hope you enjoy. You will find the answers in
next month's SPIRE.

1. Who has been a member of the (present) Chancel Choir the
longest?

2. Which stained glass window was given in honor of Rev. and
Mrs. George Boyd and daughter Kitty?

3. Pat Moss painted a mural in which Sunday School room that
cannot be seen?

4. Which three pieces of furniture have survived from the 1824
church and are still in use?

5. How is the bell in our tower played? (not the chimes)

6. Who was our first minister?

7. During the demolition of our second parsonage located now on
Broad St (formally Mulberry St)-What was found inside of the

structure?

8. Who rode a horse to church within the last 10 years? ( And
his name was not Yankee Doodle Dandy.)

9. Why were early Methodist ministers called Circuit Riders?

10. Which former minister is a Church Planter and has planted
The Vine?

For extra credit: What year did the Evangelical United Brethren
Church merge with the Methodist Church?

Remember you can find the answers in the April Spire!

Hospice Volunteer Training Opportunity
"Living at the End of Life," the volunteer training
course for Augusta Health Hospice of the
Shenandoah, will be held Monday and Thurs-
day evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. beginning March
8 and continuing through April 1 at the Augusta
Health Community Care Building on campus of
Augusta Health, Fishersville. Registration is $10, due March . 1
to Lori Showalter, Volunteer Coordinator, Augusta Health Hos-
pice of the Shenandoah,
932-49009.

Subjects to be covered are: Introduction to Hospice/Volunteer
Opportunities; Medical Aspects of Terminal Iliness and Care;
Psychosocial Issues and Family Dynamics/ Volunteer Bounda-
ries; Assisting with Personal Care/ Active Listening; Separation,
Loss & Grief; Spirituality, Religion and Diversity; and Volunteer
Documentation and Review. Scholarships are available through
the Barbara Bell Memorial Fund by calling the hospice office.
Jean Nichols, hospice-church liaison

Stewardship and Prayer
Stewardship is more than what we do with our
money. Stewardship is about our personal relation-
ship with God. How we individually view and relate
to God and his plan for our lives.
Prayer is an important and essential element in

our relationship with God.

wi t h -@harth@ our inner most thoughts, asking
for forgiveness for sins, praying for other people and situations,
praying for Godbs help in our

to God, we will receive guidance on how to live our lives and how
to serve our Lord. Please join with me in making 2010 a year that
we grow and enrich our prayer life both individually and corpo-
rately.

Harold Baldwin i Stewardship Committee

i f
bl essings. But prayer also means



