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pPastor Neil's
7 Study 141Kk

Main Street's Church Council recently
watched a video produced by a large contemporary church
that has been very successful at attracting newcomers and
receiving new members. In the video, one of the pastors
described some of the unexpected lessons church leaders
learned when they asked members of their congregation
about their relationship with God. Among other things, they
discovered that members of their church typically fall into
one of four categories on a spiritual continuum defined by
their relationship with Jesus Christ. They discovered that
people are: exploring their relationship with Christ, growing
in their relationship with Christ, close to Christ, or Christ-
centered. They also discovered a fifth category: stalled in
relationship with Christ -- not progressing along the
continuum toward Christ-centeredness. They discovered
that a lot of people were not growing in faith and
discipleship, even though they actively participate in church
services and activities.

If, as they suggest, this is true of other churches, including
Main Street, it might be worthwhile for each of us to
honestly evaluate our relationship with God and ask
ourselves what we might do so that our relationship with
Jesus Christ might deepen until it is the most important
relationship in our lives. While the church's role in your
spiritual growth is vitally important, | hope you appreciate
your role in the process. God provides means for our
transformation as disciples of Jesus, but we are expected to
do our part.

(Continued on the next page)

Starting in October, I'm going to be preaching a series of sermons
called Five Commitments That Will Change Your Life . My
prayer is that these messages will inspire you to commit or recom-
mit to some of the basic practices of faith that God uses to trans-
form our lives. (If you have a friend, family member, or co-worker
who is looking for a way to grow in their relationship with God, in-
vite them to join you for these services.) When you join us in Octo-
ber, you will learn that one of the five commitments is: Grow in
Faith. But you don't have to wait until you hear my sermon to take
a step in that direction. Discipleship classes will be starting on
September 8 and 9 and you may sign-up for one or more of them.
Sunday School classes welcome newcomers every week and are
a great way to learn about being a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Finally, | ask that you join me in praying that each one of us might
grow as disciples of Jesus Christ and deepen our relationship with
God. Over the next few months, I'm going to be praying daily that
every person connected with Main Street church will grow in his or
her relationship with God. | believe that in the church there is (or
should be) a relationship between goals and prayer. When we
have discerned God's guidance, we begin praying, "thy will be
done." The goals we set to move in the direction of God's will
should be matters for prayer. So, if you share the goal of mature
Christian discipleship, then join me in praying for it.

Jesus said, "Ask and you will receive.” | say we ask God to trans-
form our lives and help us do our part. Starting today.

Pastor Neill



Youth Ministry

For questions or more information on any youth activities, contact
Tim Fridley at 487-3265 or timothy.fridley@yahoo.com.

Youth Lock -In / Movie Night
All ages are invited to the movie " To Save a Life" on Sept
10. This is a great movie for all ages and touches on some
of the issues facing our teens today. The youth will have
the lock in after the movie. The movie will start around 7:00
P.M. The movie will last about two hours. We would love to
have our congregation share this movie with us. There is
an attachment above on the event. | am also seeking help
with the lock in. 1 would like to have volunteers to help out
with the lock in. If anyone is interested please e-mail me at
timothy.fridley@yahoo.com or call me at 487-3265.

: % 2 We wish birthday happiness to
AEAL those who have birthdays in
September and early October
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Birthd

e | f you havenot
ay5 your birthday and wish to be included in future

This Morith

-1179 and inform us of your special day.

Thanks.
Dorothy Weeks 9/3 Jake Evans 9/19
Phyllis Goff 9/6 Margaret Howe 9/19
Stephanie Schaefer 9/6 Frank Bridgeforth 9/21
Todd Schlechty 9/6 Jim Meehan 9/24
Janet Carlsen 9/7 Ty Lafferty 9/26
Teresa Towler 9/8 Mike Woosley 9/27
Katherine Guthrie 9/10 Ellen Edwards 9/27
Jane Leake 9/11 Samuel Rodgers 9/29
Carolyn Wright 9/13 Janet Pompeo 9/30
Esther Mabry 9/13 Millie Runkle 10/1
Mildred Broughman 9/14 Wesley Farris 10/2
Rodger Daniels 9/14 Bill Garvey 10/2
Norma Harris 9/14 Patricia Spilman 10/3
Debbie Bays 9/16 Jon Tolbert 10/3
Eugene Knott 9/16 Sheila Woosley 10/3
Tracy Straight 9/17 Stephen Winslow 10/4
Edith Schleicher 9/17 Audrey Gowing 10/4
Roberta Skidmore 9/18 Henry Vance 10/5

Endowment Fund
The Trustees have legally established a Main Street Endowment
Fund. This fund will receive, invest, and hold money that you give to
this specific fund. The income from the money will be spent on special
projects according to the directions from the charge conference. This
is an excellent way to invest your gifts in the Ministry of the church.
Youdl I want to make your -cEmdownkest

Fundo.

listings of birthdays, please call the office at 942

already

pay



Main Street Calendar

Worship: Helping People Love God
8:30 am Informal Worship
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship
Ministry at Augusta Rehab: 10:00 am First Sundays
Masterpeace Ringers: 4:30 pm Sundays
Genesis Bells: 5:00 pm Sundays
Youth Choir (Middle School, High School): 6:00 pm Sundays
Childrenés Choi r: For ages 3 t
Adult Choir: 7:00 pm Wednesdays
Praise Band: 8:00 pm Wednesdays

Discipleship: Helping People Grow in Faith
Womendés A.N.G. E. L.
Wednesday Night Meals: Every Wednesday, 5:00 pm to 6:15 pm
Wednesday Discipleship Studies: Every Wednesday, 6:00 pm
Wacky Wednesdays for Kids: 6:00 pm Wednesdays
Womendés Bible Study Circle:
Womendés Soci al Concerns Circle
Womenébés Dorcas Circl e: 11: 00
Bible Study: 6:30 pm Tuesdays
Bible Study: 2 pm Thursdays

Ministry Teams: Helping People Serve Christ
Church Council: 7:00 p.m. 3rd Monday of every month
Trustees: 6:00 pm Second Sunday of every other month
ASpiredo Volunteers: 9:
Stephen Ministers: 7:00 pm First & Third Thursday
Stephen Leaders: 7:00 pm Fourth Thursdays
Main Street Adult Singers (visiting nursing homes): 1st Sat. Each Mo.

00

Special Monthly Events:
September 2, 6:00 pm: MSP Open House
September 6: Church Office Closed for Labor Day
September 8, 5:00 pm: Weekly Wed. Fellowship Dinner Resumes
September 8, 6:00 pm: Discipleship Class Begins
September 8, 6:00 pm: Wacky Wednesday for Children Begins
September 9-11: Pictorial Directory Picture Taking
September 12, 10:30 am: Heritage Sunday (One Worship Service)
October 2: UMW Yard Sale
For more information on any upcoming events, contact Lisa or Kathy in
the church office, 942-1179.

(0]
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Children's Ministry

For questions or more i
contact Sondra Evans at 942-1179 or Creative74@aol.com.

8: 30 Childrenés Church |
Beginning on Sunday, September 5, there will be two
opportunities for the children
Anne Hough will be | eading a

a.m. on Sundays, and Sondra Evans will continue the current
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Chi2de en®sO0OChRMcWegnesdaywsd a. m.

is for all children ages 3-3rd grade. All children in 4th grade and
up are invited to worship with
sanctuary each week. For more information, or if you would like
help in either
contact Sondra Evans.

Rock -Solid Teachers!

10: 30 ghﬁ,pk ¥ou éooap‘ Q{ thq~ fﬁlpvyiry qvan egful teachers for Rock-

10 S9id Kds, thig fall OP,{%chqolhcﬁﬁs IMIi%J?eg Curry & Karen

am SEUN Kistoradechsy G

am Last

e Baldwin & Alice Carlton, 2nd
-3rd grade classd John & Denise Hill, 4th-5th grade classd Lisa
Doughty & Orville Bame, Subsd Kathy Rae Dollins, Laurie
Lafferty, Stacy Lawhorne, and Anne Hough. Rock-Solid Kids
begins for the fall season on Sunday, September 5th! Please
join us from 9:30-10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning.

T Watky Svddaasdays & Main Street Singers
6 p.m. on Wednesday Nights

We are starting another exciting season of Wacky Wednesdays
and Main Street Singers. Each Wednesday night, beginning on
September 8, kids ages 3-5th grade will come downstairs after
the Fellowship dinner and have fun in song, games, and
activities, all while learning about and praising Jesus! (There
will be babysitting offered also from 7-8 p.m. for kids whose
parents are involved in adult choir. Contact Sondra Evans to
sign up in advance for this.)

3rd Grade Bibles
Please join us on Sunday, September 19, when the newest 3rd
graders will receive their 3rd grade Bibles during the 11:00
service.
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Opportunities for Mission and Ministry
A

ltems Needed in the Main Street Pantry /—

Bring What You Like

The Main Street Food Pantry operates from Monday
through Thursday, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., to assist people in
our community in need of food. Financial or food donations
are accepted. Contact Doug Edwards (942-3787) or Joe
Duncan (942-6259) for more information.

Older Adult Retreat
There wi || be a retreat for
Blackstone, the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center,
October 57 7, 2010. Get away from it all for three days
and spend time enjoying life to its fullest. Learn how to
spice up your own life in order that you might bring some
spice to anotherds.
two concerts, class sessions, six meals and good
fellowship. You can get a full brochure online at vaumc.org;
click on Events Calendar, choose October, 2010, and then
click on October 51 Seasoned Adults Spice Up the Church.
Il f youdd rather, C 0 n19@0cahd siea st or
will print you a brochure.

CROP Walk

It's time for CROP Walk again! This year is the 35th year of
the Waynesboro East Augusta CROP Walk and our church
has been involved for almost that whole time! The CROP
Walk is Sunday, September 26 ™ at 2:00 in the afternoon
at the Ridgeview Park Amphitheater. All people interested
in being a CROP Walker see Janice Gentry to pickup a
Sponsorship Envelope. Each walker that signs up by
August 31st will get a free 35th Anniversary CROP T-shirt.
The earlier you get involved, the easier it is to get sponsors!
If you have questions or want to walk or sponsor, please
contact Janice (jsgafton@yahoo.com or 932-2076).

i sea:

Registrati onthajbieetg 150, 00,

Budget as of July 31

Item Actual Budget Var. % Var. $
* *%*
Revenue:
Est. of Giving 261,853 245,320 107% 16,533
Budget Fund Raisers 0 4,298 0% -4,298
Other Budget Revenue 6.476 6,396 101% ____ 80
Total Revenue 268,329 256,014 105% 12,315
Expenses:
Church Operations 75,208 75,158 100% 50
Ministries 17,341 26,542 65% -9,201
Staff Parish 127,970 130,201 98% -2,231
District Funds 9,205 0 *%% 9,205
Prior Claims 24,113 24,113 100% 0
Other Apportionments 7.335 0 *0% _ 7,335

Total Expenses 261,172 256,014 102% 5,158

Revenue Minus Expenses 7,157 0 7,157
*If the percent (%) number is less than 100, then the actual is less than
budget. If the percent number is greater than 100, then the actual is more

which includes
**For REVENUE: If the variance $ is negative, then the income received is less
than projected in the budget. If the number is positive, then the income is
greater than projected.

For EXPENSES: If the variance $ is negative, then the expenses are under
budget. If the varian(t:e $ isi)ositive, then the expenses are over budget.

J e 1
Ac%itlrg)nal informaatllon is availgble to members and can be obtained in person
from the Church office. Up to date giving totals are in the bulletin on Sunday.

Budget Notes :
Due to the significant budget shortfall of $84,000 between giving and expendi-

ture projections, we are not going to make payments in the following areas and
they are NOT reflected in the budget above.
District Funds 15,781 (6,576)

Other Apportionments 29,531 (20,878)
Trustee Reserves 4,000 (4,000)
Missions 5,000 (5,000)

In July, Church Council approved a motion by the Finance Committee to make
additional payments totaling $11,867 on some of the apportionments listed
above. We paid an additional $3,214 for the District Funds and $8,653 for
World Service Benevolence (which is included in Other Apportionments). This
brings us current through July for these items.

With the generous giving of you, our congregation, we have reduced our
budget shortfall this year by $17,858 ($5,991 paid in May and 11,867 paid in
July). The numbers in parentheses above represent the balance still owing
($35,454) on the non -budgeted portion of each item. We will continue to pray
for God's blessing on Main Street and are ever so thankful for your generosity.
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From the Desk of Pastor Janet

| read a story this week about Thomas Jefferson. The story was

told by Paul Boller in his book, Presidential Anecdotes. It

happened that Jefferson and several younger men were riding

horses. They came to a swollen steam and saw a pretty rough

looking Kentucky frontiersman sitting at the edge of the stream.

The younger men passed him first, but when Jefferson came

along, he asked for a ride across the stream. Jefferson agreed,

and the man mounted behind him and was carried across the

stream. When they arrived on the other side, the man

dismounted, thanking Jefferson for the ride. One of the younger

men rode back and asked the man why he had not asked one of

the younger men for a ride. His reply was, Awel |, if you want to
know, I 61 | tell you. I reckon a man carries yes or no in his fac
The young chapsédhffaoé¢s Handsnesaid yes. o

This story made me think about my life. Do | carry a yes or a no

on my face? Do | carry a yes or a no in my heart? As Christians,

we can decide how we wil!/ respond to God and Goddés call on our
life. How do you respond? How do | respond?

Some of you have just completed a study of the gifts of the spirit.

How will you respond to what you learned? For those who were

not in the class, how will you respond to what you know about

your gifts and talents? Will we use them for God? Will we say

yes when God calls us to assist with childrends ministry or youth
ministry, or to serve on some committee or lead some group?

What does our face say? Are we ready to respond with a yes
when we see a need? God gives us talents and gifts to be used
for His glory i to be used to support and encourage and lead
others closer to Christ. Are we saying yes? | pray that we are.

CSfear not.
oSfor, behold, & bring you good

7,
9%

Luke 2:10

God has convinced me that there is no other way to be happy

and content than to trust and say yes when He calls. One of my
favorite hymns says it this way, i
happy in Jesus but to trust and obe
easy, but it is the best way to respond.

which sh
be lo

all people.”

May we carry a yes on our face.
Pastor Janet 241-1960



ﬁ THOSE SERVING OUR CHURCH THIS MONTH Stephen Ministry NoteS

L /K Unlocking our doors each Sunday morning is .

ebnli%ler... Lloyd Dollins | read a list of guidelines recently titled,

AEverything I Need to Kno about
from a Jigsaw Puzzleo. DRere s Yy oL

S Our van teams are.. . . . like a jigsaw puzzle? Do you enjoy jigsaw puzzles? 1 do T at

el Xl i Sept. 5 Tom and Amy Brown least to a point. A few years ago, | spent a good deal of time

S1% MSUMC " , Sept. 12 Dave and Terri Sheldon putting together a puzzle of two hot air balloons. It was really fun

; q 'o Sept. 19  Bruce Allen / Doug Norcross at first. The balloons had bright colors in them, and that made

" Sept. 26  Rodger and Brenda Daniels the puzzle easier to get together. But, then | was left with a lot of

blue sky. Did you hear that? | had a lot of blue sky T no other

And our Lay Readers at 11 am for the month are . . . color. Suddenly, the puzzle became very hard and did not

Sept. 5 Harold Baldwin interest me a lot. At the same time, the puzzle became very
Sept. 12 Rosalie Bailey aggravating.

Sept. 19 Dot Trott

Sept. 26 Richard Ammons One of the guidelines we learn from a jigsaw puzzle says that

working together with others makes any task more fun. Another
one says that sometimes we need to try some different

”Our Childrenbés Worship hel per s combinations.
] 8:30 am 11:00 am
® Sept. 5 Lisa Meehan Stacy Lawhorne Now |l etds relate this to I|ife.
f “¥eo Sept. 12 (no service) Caroline Baldwin (10:30 am) puzzle i lots of things and activities fitting together. There do
S Sept. 19 Becky Grandle John or Denise Hill come times when life gets very difficult and not much fun. Our
Sept. 26 Suzanne Scheetz  Sheri Laubach life can even become aggravating and depressing. Have you
ever been there? Maybe youbre

work with others and try something different.
Those deliver tnsge.CD6s t
Sept. 5 Charlene Plunkett

Sept. 12 Dottie Weeks

Sept. 19  Carol Morris

Sept. 26  Mary Rothacker

| f youbdre at this ©place, I want
resource that we have in our congregation. That resource is
Stephen Ministry. We currently have fifteen trained Stephen
Ministers. These persons are trained in Christian care giving.

They have been called by God to serve in this role, and they

stand ready to assist you with the puzzles of your life.

4SLEZ 2
5{{ ( wAny articles or information for the October If you would be interested in a Stephen Minister or just finding
° H} wOLighted Spireé should be s enoutmore about this program, please call one of our _Stephen
“4p L\\“ than September 23 Thank you! Leaders: Pastor Janet Knott (241-1960); Harold Baldwin (337-

1348) or Eleanor Duncan (942-6259).



As Years Go By!

Researched by Ron Hiserman
Our stained glass windows are in
chronological order, starting with the
Bethlehem Window - first window on the ,
right of the Altar. Biblical references are | :
taken from Matthew 1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1- ==1
20.

Star of Bethlehem or Star of Epiphany is the time that the
Christ Child was shown to the wise men, who represent the
Gentiles. The beams or rays of the star symbolize the self-giving
love of God.

CHI-RHO: This symbol represents the Christ Child in the
manger. It is necessary to look carefully to see it. The first two
letters of the Greek name CHRISTOS or CHRIST are represent
by the Chi Rho. This symbolizes that the manger child is the
Christ. Do you see this symbol in other locations in our church?

Nimbus : The nimbus over the manger, the half circle of light, is a
symbol that the Christ child is divine.

Greek Cross : Note the Greek Cross is the wooden body of the
manger. The Cross of Jesus was foreshadowed at this birth.

Ivy: The fresh green ivy adjacent to the manger and CHI RHO is
symbolic of the new, growing life brought to men by the Christ
Child. The perpetual greenness of the ivy is a symbol of the
eternal life.

Manger: A manger is a place where water is stored and usually
is a depression in a rock; or it is a trough or open box in which
feed for livestock is placed. It is a Christian symbol because
Jesus is the Living Water and as the first example states 6 a
manger is used to store water.

Straw : Normally, straw would not be in a manger. Joseph put
straw into the manger because he knew that the animals would
not be trying to eat it while Jesus slept; it would give comfort to
the newborn child. Joseph probably put the hay or other feed
someplace nearby so that the animals could eat.

United Methodist Women Yard Sale:
October 2, 8 AM
The United Methodist Women will hold a
Yard Sale on October 2, 2010, in the
p"— Fellowship Hall from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. The
> UMW hopes all members of our congregation
will take part in our Yard Sale. Bring items
you wish to donate to the Fellowship Hall on Thursday,
September 30 after 1 p.m. or all day Friday, October 1.
Please come back on Saturday, October 2 to buy many
treasures such as: glassware, books, Christmas items,
jewelry, linens, clothes, etc. We will also have a Bake Sale
and a light lunch will be available.
We will not accept furniture, exercise equipment or
shoes. If you have questions, call Dot Trott at 949-8098 or
Jean Dillon at 943-7216.

Hospice Volunteer Training
Augusta Health Hospice ﬂ r)\r\
Shenandoah will begin fall volunteer tralnmg ,,ﬁ

on Sept. 20 in the conference center of the .
Augusta Community Care Building on the '-\ \"\T‘, =
Augusta Health campus. Classes will be held .~
on Monday and Thursday mornings from 9 Hospice Care
a.m. to 12 noon. Registration deadline is feers
Sept. 13. Tuition fee is $10, and scholarships are available.
For a brochure, contact Lori Showalter, Volunteer
Coordinator of Augusta Health Hospice of the Shenandoah,
at 932-4909 or see the brochure rack in the second floor
entrance of the church.

Theme of the training 1is
The course will help those who wish to do volunteer work
with terminally ill persons and their families; for those who
have a family member or friend who is terminally ill; or for
those who wish to improve their helping and caring skills.

Jean Nichols, Church Liaison for Hospice, 941-3154

|
[



LOVING GOD + GROWING IN FAITH + SERVING CHRIST

Main Street United Methodist Church
Heritage ACELEBRATI ONO
Sunday, September 12, 2010

October Is_
Clergy Appreciation Month
Did you know that October is Pastor
Appreciation Month? | know that we all
appreciate Pastor Neil and Pastor Janet
for all the many ways that they bless our

You are invited to attend Main Street %M%Q%utdid"‘ﬁdknév@tﬂa@youcan
ACELEBRATI ONo Sunday Service t o Dbsghodywirdpprectatoh ® Bene gerschally in many ways?
2010 from 10:30 AM T 12:00 PM, followed by a fellowship The following is a list of ideas to help you decide how to do
lunch in the fellowship hall. just that.
_ R _ § Attend church regularly. _ _
We will celebrate Gododos work in oglipraf fditHe pdstor@)tat you'are Praying fdr thenfahd
We will be emphasizing who we are today and what we are their families and would love to pray for any specific
doing now. prayer needs/concerns.
) ) . § Volunteer: only 1/3 of all Americans donate their time to
There will be one Worship service from 10:30 AM i 12 PM their home churches.
centered on our mission statement: Loving God, Growing § Share your spiritual growth: Slip the pastor(s) a note and
in Faith, Serving Christ l et them know how their tea
_ _ helping you on your journey.
Worship Service: , _ § Invite a friend to church: A leader is buoyed when they
10:307 11:00 Music and Worship (Loving God) see their congregation reach out and grow.
11:007 11:30 Ministries and Missions (Serving Christ) § Criticize privately: Take your concerns to the pastor
11:307 12:00 Discipleship (Growing in Faith) direct!ly. Heol |l / shedl | appr e
_ ) . opportunity to share perspectives.
Lunch will follow 7 please be sure to sign up for the § Befriend his/her family: Small gestures mean so much.
lunch i there will be no cost but we do need a head count. Invite them over to share a meal.
" § Remember them on special days: birthdays,
On Sunday, September 197, an Open House and anniversaries, holidays, etc.
Concert are being planned. Say #AThank Youo. Preaching
are for the Open House to begin at 2 pm and the concert to fundraiser, janitor, counselor, arbitrator, leader and
of God and also highlight the organ refurbishment. The environment in which he/she is constantly scrutinized. It
Open House will be an opportunity to visit the various areas costs us nothing to say, ARThar
and ministry leaders of our church. We encourage to you to doing. | can see the Lord wor
Street ministries and peopl e. And donot forget t o i nvite

friends and family!



